Make a broom

Alumita makes her own brooms using
coconut fronds (like the one pictured on
the page opposite). Brooms like this are
used throughout Papua New Guinea.
At school, children use the brooms to
sweep outside areas and walkways. At
home children, particularly girls, sweep
as a regular chore.

You could make a similar broom using
flax, twigs, ferns or leaves — tie them
together with some string or rope
from home.

Here are Alumita’s instructions for making a broom
using the leaves of coconut fronds:

First you cut a
coconut frond and
remove the leaves.
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Take the leaves
and separate the
green fibre from
their spines.

Weave the thin strands of
fibre together into a bundle
and tie them with a piece
of bush rope — then you
have a broom!

Here are the Riversdale
Brownies with a broom
they made from toi toi.




